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Harrisburg City Council Meeting  

Council Room, City Hall 

Harrisburg, Illinois 

Regular Meeting 

February 01, 2018 

6:00 pm 

 

The Harrisburg City Council met on February 1, 2018 at 6:00 pm in the Council Room, City Hall, 

Harrisburg, Illinois.  

 

Mayor John McPeek presided over the meeting with Commissioners Beth Montfort, Richard Harper and 

Mike Weirauch answering roll call. Commissioner Natalie Miller was absent. 

 

Following a moment of silence for the victims of the recent fires, Pastor Bobby Gentry from the River of 

Life Church led the group in prayer and the pledge.  

 

Commissioner Harper made a motion to approve the following items under the Consent Agenda: 

1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 18, 2018 

2. Street sweeper for 2017 to General Fund in the amount of $30,321.04 to be taken out of MFT. 

3. Bill from Moran Economic Development for TIF Administration in the amount of $4,061.72 to 

be taken out of TIF. 

4. Bill from Siegels Uniforms for Leverett equipment in the amount of $827.55 to be taken out of 

Council Contingency.  

Commissioner Montfort seconded. By roll call vote, all voted yes. Motion carried.  

 

Matt Tosh from Brown & Roberts explained the engineering agreement was an expansion of the 2014 

Watermain Rehabilitation project. A five year plan had been discussed during a meeting with Mayor 

McPeek, Superintendent Kelly Hefner and Brown & Roberts. The original consideration had been to 

map out a ten year plan to replace old waterlines in the City. He explained this agreement was just to 

develop a plan, not for design. He stated no design work would be done until the City authorized it. 

Mayor McPeek stated he wanted to move forward with the project so that, if any federal money were to 

become available, the City would be ready to go. Commissioner Harper wanted to know how much this 

would cost. Tosh responded that a ballpark figure would be around $10,000.00. Commissioner Harper 

stated that most of the money for that Department had already been assigned. He agreed that it needed to 

happen but thought it best to wait until the next budget. Mayor McPeek moved to pass Resolution 18-

0201 a Resolution to Execute Agreement with Brown & Roberts, Inc. for the 2014 Watermain 

Rehabilitation - Expansion. Commissioner Weirauch seconded. By roll call vote, Commissioners 

Montfort and Weirauch and Mayor McPeek voted yes. Commissioner Harper voted no. Motion carried. 

 

Fire Chief John Gunning addressed Council regarding the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

performed at 124 South Webster, the old Junior High building. He referred to the email from McClure 

Engineering which had performed the assessment that stated no further investigation is warranted. 

However, they suggested that asbestos and lead-based paint testing be conducted before any renovation 

or demolition activities took place. Chief Gunning stated there were Brownfield Grants and possible 

federal grants to remove the asbestos He stated the next Phase would cost approximately $10,000.00 and 

suggested that be considered for next year’s budget. Mayor McPeek stated he definitely wanted to 
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proceed with getting the building cleaned up. 

 

Commissioner Montfort extended her heartfelt thanks to the Fire and Police Departments for the 

excellent job done during the recent fire that resulted in fatalities and the second fire on the same night. 

She expressed how proud she was of all of them. She extended a special thanks to the other cities which 

assisted in the recent fires. 

 

She stated she was also proud of the Police Department for their quick actions during a recent shooting 

event. 

 

Chief Gunning also expressed his thanks to the assisting cities as well as the Sheriff’s Department and 

the State Police. He stated there would be a debriefing on Monday night at 6:00 pm regarding the fire 

with fatalities. He stated the fire calls for December 2017 had been high and 2018 was not starting out 

well.  

 

Police Chief David Morris stated he had reached out to different agencies for information about active 

shooter training. He felt his Department did not have enough training for that possible situation and was 

going to set up training with Stratego International for the new Officer who then could come back and 

train the other Officers. 

 

He stated he now had a list of all the teachers and where their classrooms were located in case of an 

emergency. 

 

Chief Morris stated he had been working with 911 Coordinator Tracey Felty to set up a system where 

Central Dispatch only had to put out one signal that would reach every Officer in case of an active 

shooter or any other emergency. He explained that currently Central Dispatch had to contact each 

Officer separately which was time consuming and inefficient. He stated that once the system was set up, 

all Officers would be put on stand by and the system would be tested and any necessary changes made.  

 

He stated he had been in contact with Unit #3 Superintendent Gauch and they had discussed a Police 

Officer doing a walk through at various schools on different days. 

 

City Clerk Sally Wofford swore in new Police Officer Logan Leverett. 

 

Chairman of the Merit Board Dan Wilson offered the Board’s congratulations to Officer Everett noting 

that he was top of the list because of his excellence and intelligence. 

 

Commissioner Harper asked to use the City credit card to purchase, out of TIF funds, blinds for the two 

leased upstairs rooms at City Hall at a cost of $821.82. He stated the company would not invoice. 

Commissioner Weirauch moved to authorize that use. Commissioner Montfort seconded. By roll call 

vote, all voted yes. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor McPeek stated he would open bids that had been held for several months for the demolition of 

the building at 24 South Jackson. He opened a bid from Pinoy Construction in the amount of $84,000.00 

with the concrete to be taken to the City dumpsite and the debris to be taken to the landfill. 
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Mayor McPeek opened a bid from Roger Angelly Trucking & Excavating in the amount of $15,500.00 

with the debris to be hauled away. 

 

Mayor McPeek opened a bid from Fred Cooley & Son in the amount of $12,998.00 with the debris to be 

removed. 

 

Mayor McPeek opened a bid from River Enterprises out of Elizabethtown in the amount of $23,975.25 

with the debris to be removed. 

 

Superintendent Rick Brown wanted to confirm that any of the debris would not be taken to a City site 

and was not sure from the bids if that was the same with all of them. Superintendent Brown stated that, 

since the City does not have a rock crusher, large blocks of concrete were difficult for his Department to 

dispose of. Chief Gunning stated he would get them to all rebid to clarify that all were submitting the 

same removal method. 

 

Commissioner Weirauch asked Council to review the lower price from Legacy Mark for the cemetery 

software program and setup. He stated he was not asking for action at this meeting but wanted Council 

to be aware of the lower price which would mean it would not have to be bid since it was now under 

$25,000.00. He wanted to impress on Council how good this program would be for the City and the 

cemetery. He stated he would be looking at possibly splitting the cost into two budgets. 

 

Commissioner Weirauch wanted to extend his personal thanks to the Fire and Police for their wonderful 

work during the recent fires. He stated their presence was a comfort during the very sad time. 

 

Mayor McPeek stated he was going to hold off on the appointment to the Fire Pension Fund. 

 

Citizen Heather Morse, representing Air Evac Lifeteam along with employee Neil Atkins, wanted to 

bring to council’s attention the dangerous situation at the crosswalk on Woolcott Street that is used to 

transfer patients to and from the helipad. She stated there is a lot of traffic at that location and the 

crosswalk markings are being ignored. Atkins stated it was a daily occurrence and there had been 

several close encounters. Mayor McPeek stated he agreed that it was a dangerous situation. 

 

Morse was asking the City to make some sort of improvements whether it be stop signs, repainting the 

crosswalk with red paint or installing speed bumps. She stated the Air Evac Safety Board was reviewing 

the situation. Mayor McPeek stated he would talk to Superintendent Brown and set up a meeting with all 

of them next week to discuss what could be done. Commissioner Montfort wondered if additional 

lighting would be of any benefit. 

 

Commissioner Harper moved to adjourn. Commissioner Weirauch seconded. By roll call vote, all voted 

yes. Motion carried.  

 

Adjourned 6:37 pm. 


